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This brochure has been based on information previously included on the 
EU Quick Guide published on May 2021 by the European Commission, 
Directorate D. Law Enforcement and Security for the protection of places 
of worship.

Therefore, we particularly express our appreciation to Laurent Muschel 
and Radoslaw Olszewski for their cooperation and guidance.
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For the past 10 years, perpetrators have increasingly been targeting places of worship. Terrorist attacks 
occurred, impacting greatly each Community Leadership and their Community.

Places of worship are meant to be places of peace, wisdom, and spirituality. Most of the facilities have 
been built without taking in consideration any potential malicious act, certainly not a terror attack. For 
this reason, security professionals are calling places of worship “soft targets”, meaning barely or not 
protected.

Perpetrators have also understood the opportunity these places present for them to commit their act of 
hatred.

Terror attacks, desecration, vandalism and other crimes have been committed in synagogues, mosques, 
churches and temples.

This Guide “Protect my Community” aims to give basic and applicable tools to worshippers to improve 
and increase their level of protection and their resilience capabilities.

The SASCE project and the European Commission DG Home Counter Terrorism Unit help you to strength-
en your Community by taking the necessary measures, by positively engaging your worshippers and 
developing your cooperation with your local public authorities.
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While the authorities are working hard to reduce the risks eliminate potential threats, the key factor for 
improving the level of security remains the awareness of the worshippers and their adoption of adequate 
behaviors regarding possible dangers.

Once we are aware and prepared, we can go on with our peaceful lives, freely and without fear.

Our Security Awareness Program #TOGETHERWEARESAFER offers simple and thorough education on 
the matter for people of all ages and from anywhere in Europe.

By applying these simple practices, you will improve the level of security and resilience in and out of your 
place of worship.

Here are 10 tips to improve your preparedness:

#TOGETHERWEARESAFER
The content of this publication represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility. 

The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.

SUSPICIOUS OBJECT
A suspicious object is anything that does not belong to the place

tHese loOk like norMal obJecTs, 
but tHeY coUlD be alSo some-
tHinG seriOus

#TOGETHERWEARESAFER
The content of this publication represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility. 

The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.

KIDNAPPING

If a sTranGer ofFerS yOu 
canDiEs or a pResenT

If someOne yOu don’t kNow asKs yOu 
to open yOur doOr

When in doUbT, calL 
112

112

#TOGETHERWEARESAFER
The content of this publication represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility. 

The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.

CPR
Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation

Like a DisCo SoUnD
Like a DisCo SoUnD

#TOGETHERWEARESAFER
The content of this publication represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility. 

The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.

DATA PROTECTION

anNa likes to sHare detaIlS 
of her daIly life onLine.

StATUS UPdATES ON SOCIaL 
PlATfORmS, pHotos, pLaces sHe 

visited…  

But tHese pRivate 
data can be used 
used by cRiminalS
anD terRorisTs

so tHinK tWice before sHarinG yOur 
pRivate data onLine!

#TOGETHERWEARESAFER
The content of this publication represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility. 

The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.

Inform his/her parents Contact the prevention of 
radicalization

Talk to his/her friendsKeep in touch with him/her

Inform his/her parents Contact the prevention o�  cer

RADICALIZATION

If yOu notice tHat yOur 
fRiEnD:

Isolates her/himSelF

LoOses conTacT witH his 
family

StarT to talK aboUt 
conSpiracy tHeOriEs

StarT to be radicalized

KEeP IN TOuCh WITh HIM/HER, 

TALk TO HIS/HER FrIeNdS OR 
FAMILY

CONtACt ThE LOCAL 
NUMbER FOR PrEVENtIoN OF 

RADICALIZATIoN

#TOGETHERWEARESAFER
The content of this publication represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility. 

The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.

FAKE ID ON WEB

on tHe inTerNet how 
can yOu kNow wHo 
is behinD a pRofi le?senD me more 

picTures now!

do it or I wilL 
sHare eveYtHinG 
witH yOur sChoOl

gRoOminG on 
tHe inTerNet

Stop 
communication

Gather the 
evidence Ask for help

You can be sure this will be 
kept confi ndetial.

#TOGETHERWEARESAFER
The content of this publication represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility. 

The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.

SUSPICIOUS BEHAVIOR
If you witness a suspicious behaviour, call 112 to prevent a possible incident

calL 112 to pRevenT a posSibLe inCidenT. yOu make tHe difFerenCe!

112

If yOu witNesS someOne 
LeAvinG susPiciOus 
obJecTs…  

…   Surfi nG on 
susPiciOus web sites or

ColLecTinG inForMatiOn 
aboUt Law EnForCemenT 
offi cerS

#TOGETHERWEARESAFER
The content of this publication represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility. 

The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.

HATE CRIME

It was a nice 
daY for a walK 
for tHis coUpLe. 
unTil…  

tHis is a hate cRime, sinCe tHe vicTimS are tarGeted onLy acCorDinG to 
tHe disTinCt sociAl gRoUp tHeY belonG to. 

but if yOu witNesS cRimes like tHis, 
it’s very simPle…  

112

#TOGETHERWEARESAFER
The content of this publication represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility. 

The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.

ACTIVE SHOOTER

SanDra is havinG her lunCh in 
tHe canTeEn wHen sudDenLy…

AcTive sHoOterS are unPredicTabLe tHreAtS acTinG botH in 
pRivate anD pubLic pLaces to comMit arMed atTacKs

FinD a safe pLace to hide anD 
if posSibLe locK tHe doOr anD 
bLocK tHe acCesS

alWaYs set yOur mobile pHone 
on silenT mode reporT it by calLinG 112

RUN HIDE REPORt

#TOGETHERWEARESAFER
The content of this publication represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility. 

The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.

CAR RAMMING

rememBer lonDon..

SO MANY PlACES ThAT 
HAVE BORnE WITnESs TO 

TrAGIC EVENtS…  

EVERY TIME ThE METhOD 
WAS IDENtICAL:

CAR RAMmINg

berLin…  

A VEHIClE ThAT ATtACkED 
PEDEStRIaNs BY TARgETINg ThEM

IN SOME CASES AN ARmED 
DrIVER CONtINUeD ThE ATtACk 
ON FOoT.

nice…  

Run Hide Report
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COOPERATION WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT

As mentioned in the above section, we recommend you to report any suspicious activity or incident to public au-
thorities.

Moreover, in order to optimize your communication with Law Enforcement, and to provide adequate information for 
their operations, please share with your contacts the “SASCE Practical Guide for Law Enforcement”.

Feel free to disseminate the Guide throughout your Community to learn more about the four faiths:
Buddhism, Christianism, Islam, Judaism

For more information, visit our SASCE web site www.sasce.eu C
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Despite our best eff orts, it could happen that the worse occurs, leading to a crisis situation.

CHARACTERISTICS OF A CRISIS

• Signifi cant assets are under threat
human, environmental, economic

• Little time is available for response
partial and unverifi ed information are available at the beginning of the crisis

• The event is characterized by considerable uncertainty
daily routine processes are designed to manage incidents, not crisis

• The event cannot be contained and rectifi ed without extraordinary 
measures
the more we wait to react, the greater the consequences

In order to mitigate the impact of a crisis, you should activate your Crisis Management Team (CMT).
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THE 2 MAIN OBJECTIVES OF THE CMT

The security of your worshippers and staff is the priority. Provide them with the necessary support.

Once their security assured, take the adequate actions to go back to your Community operations. It will develop 
the resilience process of your worshippers and strengthen the Community as a whole.

BE PART OF THE CMT
Today more than ever your Community needs you!

Reinforce the preparedness and the capabilities of your Community to cope with any 
kind of crisis.

Contact your leadership to offer your expertise and talent.

Be part of your Community’s Crisis Management Team.

Your Community will be safer and stronger thanks to your commitment.

THE ROLES COVERED BY THE CMT

CRISIS MANAGEMENT TEAM
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T SASCE is a multi-layered project, funded by the European Commission, to increase security in and around 

places of worship, as well as within and between Christian, Buddhist, Muslim and Jewish communities. 
Building and expanding on the good practices recommended by the Commission for the protection of 
public spaces, but also relying on the knowledge and expertise of well-organized communities and se-
curity groups.
  
The four partner organisations offers content for Community Leaders, Community Members and Employ-
ees (basic security tools, security awareness, crisis management). Subsequently, it will create a network 
of coordinators on the use of this content, and then disseminate it through trainings, briefings in and 
around communities, as well as wider communication campaigns across Europe.

The project also aims to build trust and cooperation between civil society and national authorities, facil-
itating formalised channels of communication between community leadership and public enforcement 
authorities.

We hope that this will be the beginning of a long-term process of inter-faith cooperation on security that 
will have very positive effects for our communities, in the EU member states and beyond.
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The content of this publication represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility. 
The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the 

information it contains.
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